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Meet our innovators



About us

Propel@YH is the Yorkshire and Humber’s 
only digital health accelerator and supports 
organisations from across the world 
to bring their innovative digital health 
solutions to the region’s patients and the 

wider health economy.

Propel@YH
Propel@YH provides a unique and tailored set 
of advisory, guidance and support services, 
enabling digital health solutions to flourish 
within the region in 2020 and beyond. 

Recognising that the sales cycle within 
healthcare can be challenging and often 
lengthy, Propel@YH provides a structured 
programme of support and advice that helps 

Yorkshire & Humber AHSN is one of 15 
AHSNs set up by NHS England to operate as 
the key innovation arm of the NHS. We act 
as a bridge between health care providers, 
commissioners, academia and industry. By 
connecting these sectors, we help to build 
a pipeline of solutions for the NHS from 
research and product development through 
to implementation and commercialisation.

Yorkshire & Humber 
AHSN
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organisations to accelerate their growth and 
enhance their market presence.

Yorkshire & Humber AHSN (Academic Health 
Science Network) runs the Propel@YH 
programme in partnership with Barclays Eagle 
Labs, Nexus, Hill Dickinson and Leeds City 
Council.

They help ensure new innovative products 
and services that have the potential to 
transform lives become part of routine clinical 
practice. 

The organisation also assists in stimulating 
economic growth for the region, supporting 
inward investment projects and industry 
innovations that can help the health sector.

The Yorkshire & Humber AHSN is the 
commissioning organisation behind Propel@
YH and has funded the programme.

http://www.yhahsn.org.uk/
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Meet the team

Most of Jon’s responsibilities are centred 
on providing intensive support for Propel@
YH’s SMEs to help them bring their health 
innovations to the market. Having overseen 
the highly successful first year of the 
programme, Jon played a central role in 
securing commercial support from a range of 
partners for the second year which attracted 
over 40 applicants despite the challenges 
created by the COVID-19 pandemic.

As part of the AHSN’s Enterprise and 
Innovation team, Jon also contributes to a 
range of innovation surgeries and events as 
well as supporting the organisation’s work 
to drive advances in digital health across the 
region. 

Jon Fordham 
Digital Navigator

Since joining the organisation in 
2018, Jon has been responsible 
for the development and 
delivery of Propel@ YH, 
Yorkshire & Humber AHSN’s 
digital health accelerator 
programme. In doing so he 
has made full use of more 
than 15 years of experience 
in developing, selling and 
deploying software into the UK 
health system. 



Meet the team

Dr Neville Young  
Director of Enterprise and 
Innovation

Neville joined Yorkshire & 
Humber AHSN in June 2016. He 
has significant experience and a 
track record for supporting the 
delivery of high-quality research 
and innovation especially in 
helping create the evidence 
needed to drive the adoption 
of well evidenced health 
technology at scale.

In his senior leadership role at the AHSN, 
Neville liaises with the NIHR on their i4i 
program, with the NHSX AI lab, SBRI 
Healthcare funding and the National Innovator 
Accelerator programme as well as NICE and 
key trade associations such as BIVDA and the 
ABHI. He also has an interest in promoting 
international export opportunities for UK 
based innovators and creating a safe landing 
space for international companies coming to 
the UK. 

After completing his doctorate in Molecular 
Embryology from Kings College London, 
Neville worked as an academic researcher, 
a drug trial manager, a consultant and as 
a director for a health tech start up. At the 
AHSN he focuses on helping to identify 
and support the “pull” from the healthcare 
systems for innovative health technologies.
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Our 2020 cohort 

The COVID-19 pandemic has had an unparalleled impact on our 
health and care system.So, for the 2020-21 edition of Propel@YH, 
we changed our criteria to focus on SMEs whose innovations can 
relieve operational pressures and enable new ways of working.

This included; reducing and slowing the spread of COVID-19, 
assisting the most vulnerable and those in isolation, enabling 
effective home-based care and remote monitoring and supporting 
the health and wellbeing of the NHS workforce.
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http://system.So


Co-Opts ltd 
A smart speaker for automated recording, transcription and summarisation of therapy sessions.

We are delighted to introduce the ten companies who will be taking part in the 2020-21 Propel@
YH accelerator programme:
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2020 cohort 

CyberLiver Ltd  
Remote monitoring of at-risk cirrhosis patients using wearables and an app.

I.M.M.E 
A VR experience created to support Williams syndrome, supporting isolation, rehab mobility and 
mental health.

Liria Digital Health
A technological solution addressing the health and wellbeing of perimenopausal, menopausal, 
and postmenopausal people.

My Food 24  
An online food diary system which automates the diet tracking and analysis process.

www.co-opts.com

www.cyberliver.com

www.immemedia.wixsite.com/immemedia

www.liriadigital.com

www.myfood24.org

http://co-opts.com/
http://www.cyberliver.com/
https://immemedia.wixsite.com/immemedia
https://liriadigital.com
https://www.myfood24.org/
http://co-opts.com/
http://www.cyberliver.com/
https://immemedia.wixsite.com/immemedia
https://liriadigital.com
https://www.myfood24.org/
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2020 cohort 

SeeAI
A platform that supports early fracture diagnosis through x-ray images. 

Ufonia Ltd
An AI-enabled accessible clinical assistant called Dora that can conduct an intelligent clinical 
conversation via a regular voice telephone call.

Vastmindz 
An AI face analysis app to measure real-time heart and respiration rates, oxygen 
saturation, stress level, blood pressure and atrial fibrillation risk.

Warner Patch 
A non-invasive, wearable wireless (using 2G network) sensor that predicts tissue health disease 
evolution using AI for clinicians to give preventive care, improve patient outcome and save care 
costs.

Written Medicine 
A pharmacy label and discharge summary translation system, that works across 11 different 
languages.

www.seeai.co.uk

www.ufonia.co

www.vastmindz.com

www.warnerpatch.com

www.writtenmedicine.com

https://www.seeai.co.uk
https://www.ufonia.co/
https://vastmindz.com/
https://warnerpatch.com/
https://www.writtenmedicine.com/
https://www.seeai.co.uk
https://www.ufonia.co/
https://vastmindz.com/
https://warnerpatch.com/
https://www.writtenmedicine.com/


Meet our innovators | 8

The 2020 programme

Propel@YH was created  
to provide innovative 
organisations developing 
digital health solutions with 
access to a structured course 
of support and advice aimed 
at enabling accelerated 
company growth and 
increased market presence.

This includes:

• Masterclasses on how to build clinical 
safety cases, develop evidence-based 
proposals and understanding procurement 
in the NHS. 

• Digital innovator surgeries, a rolling 
programme to include pitch development 
with input from industry experts. 

• Access to expert partner organisations 
including NHS providers and 
commissioners, primary and secondary 
care organisations, academic institutions 
and industry representatives.  

• Developing a patient-centred, co-designed 
approach to  digital solutions with input 
from patient representatives. 

• Signposting and introductions to 
organisations who may be able to provide 
financial support. 

• Specialist high-growth support to help the 
cohort understand how to run and grow a 
business quickly through Barclays Eagle 
Labs.

Some of the events the 2020 cohort will get 
involved with include:

• How the NHS works – an introduction to 
the health system in England. 

• Clinical safety by design – how to design 
in clinical safety throughout the digital 
development process. 

• Making the grade – how to develop your 
digital product to meet the requirements 
of the NHS Digital Tools library. 

• Digital by design – how to implement 
a human-centred design approach to 
developing digital products and services. 

• NASSS Framework assessment clinic. 

• Building the evidence base – how to 
develop a benefits realisation case and 
generate evidence that really counts. 

• Understanding procurement in the NHS 
– find out from the experts about how 
procurement works in the NHS. 

• Cohort-defined learning clinics.



Meet our partners

Barclays Eagle Labs

A platform to connect the UK’s entrepreneurial.

Eagle Labs are a growing national network of 

incubator spaces that provide business incubation, 

mentoring and co-working and office space for 

ambitious high-growth businesses as well as 

digital skills development and rapid prototyping 

through onsite digital fabrication equipment and 

Industry 4.0 expertise at many of our sites.

By cultivating a community of likeminded 

entrepreneurs through a providing a collaborative 

work environment, access to their peers and 

opportunities to maximise growth through 

digital connections, curated events and funding 

opportunities, Eagle Labs are able to help start-

ups to grow at pace.

Eagle Labs also specialises in positively disrupting 

key industries by bringing together key corporate 

players, industry bodies, leading universities 

and start-ups to enable rapid innovation and 

investment by asking them to collaborate and 

currently have dedicated LawTech, HealthTech 

and AgriTech industry-aligned programmes. With 

25 Eagle Labs across the country and more in the 

pipeline, our focus is to help to connect, educate 

and accelerate ambitious UK businesses and 

entrepreneurs.
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This year sees the University 
of Leeds’ innovation 
hub, Nexus, support the 
programme as community 
partners. Barclays Eagle Labs 
have also joined to provide 
business support through 
their national incubator 
network. 

Leading health law firm 
Hill Dickinson return as 
legal partners. Leeds City 
Council is also supporting 
the programme. The new 
partners significantly bolster 
the Propel@YH programme, 
bringing greater benefits 
to digital health innovators 
selected to take part.

As subject matter experts, 
mHabitat are continuing 
their involvement with 
the programme and are 
delivering the majority of the 
masterclass content.

Hill Dickinson 

Hill Dickinson is a market-leading provider of legal 

services to the healthcare and health tech sectors. 

Our dedicated health tech team combines experts 

from our full-service technology practice who act 

for leading companies specialising in technology, 

together with experts from our health practice 

who act across the sector for start-ups, private 

providers and NHS organisations.

Priding ourselves on understanding the key 

issues and motivators facing those operating 

in healthcare markets, Hill Dickinson delivers 

strategic advice and best-in-class support 

spanning the full legal spectrum.

The firm is the exclusive law firm partner to the 

YH AHSN’s 2020 ‘Propel’ programme for health 

technology start-up companies.

Hill Dickinson will provide two workshops for the 

Propel companies during 2020 on key legal issues 

including intellectual property, company law, 

employment law, partnership and collaborative 

working, non-disclosure agreements, and cross-

border transactions.



Meet our partners

Leeds City Council 

Leeds City Council is the local authority of the 

City of Leeds in West Yorkshire, England. It is a 

metropolitan district council, one of five in West 

Yorkshire and one of 36 in the metropolitan 

counties of England, and provides the majority of 

local government services in Leeds.
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Nexus 

Bringing together the brightest minds from 

business, technology and academia; Nexus 

connects global innovative businesses to the 

world-class research expertise, talent and facilities 

at the University of Leeds.

Our team of dedicated relationship managers 

work with businesses to understand their short 

and long term ambitions and put in place a 

strategic plan that delivers tailored support at 

key stages; from supercharging R&D to boost 

innovation and productivity, to accessing and 

developing talent through university internships 

and placements, leadership training or continuing 

professional development. As well as the 

breadth of expertise at the University, Nexus also 

provides businesses with access to specialist 

service providers, investors, mentors, business 

advisors and networking opportunities with other 

entrepreneurs.

Businesses can engage with Nexus in a variety 

of ways; from becoming a member of the Nexus 

community, to co-working or locating their 

business at the heart of the University campus in a 

state-of-the-art workspace.

As our community partner, Nexus will provide 

their community membership package to 

cohort members. This includes the use of the 

co-working space and business lounge onsite, 

access to member events and support from the 

engagement team through ‘drop-in’ sessions to 

broker connections across the University of Leeds.

As part of the programme, Nexus will also provide 

a session on research and innovation in which 

cohort members will hear from world-leading 

experts in health and data to inspire business 

growth.



Contact us

For more information please contact:
 
Jon Fordham | Digital Navigator  
Yorkshire & Humber AHSN

Tel: 07951 386 953 
Email: jon.fordham@yhahsn.com

For all press enquiries, please 
contact: 

Ellis Noble |  KC Communications
Tel: 01484 504488 
Email: ellis@kccomms.co.uk

 @propelyh Propel-YH
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www.propel-yh.com
Sign up to 
receive updates

mailto:jon.fordham@yhahsn.com
mailto:ellis@kccomms.co.uk
https://twitter.com/propelyh
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/propel-yh/
https://www.propel-yh.com
https://www.propel-yh.com/#newsletter-signup
https://www.propel-yh.com/#newsletter-signup

